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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To charge an information tariff on the 
supplier of the picture of advertisement, etc., retrieved 
first when a chargeable picture is retrieved, by storing 
an information supplier charging information including an 
information supplier identifier which represents the 
supplier of the picture in a storage means corresponding 
to a user. 

CONSTITUTION: A picture retrieval part 15 delivers 
corresponding charging information with a user number 
when the chargeable picture to be charged to the user 
or an advertisement picture which permits charging on 
an IP instead of the user who retrieves the chargeable 
picture is displayed corresponding to a request from a 
user terminal. A charge control part 1 7, when the 
charging information delivered from the picture retrieval 
part 15 being IP charging information, preserves the 
information in the entry of an IP charging information 
memory 14 corresponding to the user number 
transiently. Next, the tariff is charged on the entry of an 

IP charge file 12 corresponding to the IP which represents the IP identifier of the IP chargeable 
information taken out from the IP charging information memory 14, and the IP charging 
information is deleted from the IP chargeable information memory 14. And the tariff is charged 
on the entry of a user charge file 13 corresponding to the user number. 
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